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Come, Follow Me 
Newsletter of the Serra Club of North Houston 

District 10           Volume 3, Issue 7, July 2018 

On July 7, 2018, with the imposition on hands by Bishop David A. Konderla,  Fr. Carl Joseph 
Paustian was ordained a priest at the Holy Rosary Catholic Church for the Province of St. Martin 
de Porres, Order of Friars Preachers.  Fr. Carl Joseph Paustian was a parishioner of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola.  Fr. Norbert Maduzia, Jr., is pastor at St. Ignatius of Loyola. 
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Priestly Ordination of  
Father Carl Joseph Paustian, OP 
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Fr. Carl with his mother, Pat  
Paustian.  His family are  
parishioners at St. Ignatius of Loyola. 

Fr. Juan Torres, OP, Parochial Vicar 
from Holy Rosary and Serra Chaplain, 
with Fr. Carl Joseph Paustian, OP.   
 
Fr. Carl’s first assignment will be as a  
campus minister at Texas Tech  
University in Lubbock. 

Was there an “aha” moment in your discernment?  If so, how far along were you in  
discernment when you experienced it? 
 
During my senior year at Texas A&M, I was doing a weekly adoration hour. A few months before I 
graduated, I was praying during Adoration and asked God what I should do next. Almost instantly, 
the thought of priesthood entered my mind. 

I had always believed that I was called to marriage and had never discerned priesthood before. 
(At this point in my life, I had been seriously dating a woman for about 4 years and thought that we 
would get engaged within the next six months.) The priesthood was simply not something that I 
wanted – I thought I would be unhappy and lonely being a priest. When I had the thought of  
priesthood in the chapel that night, I spent the rest of my adoration hour telling the Lord all of the 
reasons I didn’t want to be a priest. At the end of my hour, when I left the chapel, I had this feeling 
like I had not convinced myself that I couldn’t be a priest, and I knew that if I wasn’t convinced then 
God wasn’t convinced either. 

I didn’t earnestly begin discerning for several months after this moment. Every week I would go to 
the chapel for my prayer time and I had a nagging feeling about a vocation to the priesthood. After 
four months, I finally gave in. I simply felt like I could no longer tell God “no.” I met with the associate 
pastor at the Campus Ministry to talk to him about it and soon after that contacted the diocesan  
vocations director. A few weeks later I talked to a friend who was discerning a vocation to religious 
life as a sister. She gave me a lot of great advice and encouragement. 

Because of my circumstances, discernment made me ask a lot of really difficult questions and I was 
faced with some hard choices. I had been seriously dating at that time, and I had to ask whether to 
continue the relationship or end it. When I felt a little more certain about a potential call to the  
priesthood, I ended the relationship. It wasn’t easy at the time and I knew it would hard, but I also 
had peace that it was the right thing to do. I also had to ask if I should enter a graduate program as I 
had planned, or if I should put it off and just work. My spiritual director encouraged me not to de-rail 
all of my plans because I was still new to discerning, so I started a Masters degree at Texas A&M. 
Staying in College Station became a huge blessing because I had the support of a vibrant campus 
ministry and many faith-filled friends who supported me. I also had the opportunity to come into  
contact with people who didn’t have an active relationship with God through my department at the 
University, and I realized that they were who I was sent to minister and preach to. 
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Welcome  to our new Serra members!!! 
 

Cleo Dziedzic, Christ the Good Shepherd 
Susie Dziedzic, Christ the Good Shepherd 

Dr. Louis Varela, MD,  St. Ignatius of Loyola 
Alicia Varela, St. Ignatius of Loyola 

Serra Club of Beaumont and Serra Club of Port Arthur 
 

Call to Discern Religious Life and the Priesthood 
 
The “Come and See” Discernment Retreat luncheon was held on Sunday, July 29th, at Our Lady of 
Holy Rosary Convent in Missouri City, TX.  There were 20 beautiful young girls discerning who  
attended from Orange County, CA, Oklahoma, Houston, Dallas, and Carrollton, TX.  The retreat began 
on Friday afternoon and ended with the special luncheon on Sunday.  Photo: Dominican Sisters of 
Mary Immaculate Province, bottom left:  Sr. Anna Pauline Pham, O.P. and Sr. Maria Catarina Duong, 
O.P.  In photo:  on the left:  Serran and president of the Scanlan foundation, Larry Massey; back  
towards the right:  Serran and past president of the Scanlan foundation, Tom Bevin, and right 
side:  Serra Governor, Candice Tyrrell, helped with the luncheon.  The Scanlan foundation sponsored 
the delicious barbeque lunch.  After lunch the young girls stood around the tables with Sr. Maria  
Catarina Duong directing the song, "Lord, I Lift Your Name on High", which brought tears to the  
Serrans.  The Sisters who live at the Convent have Christ’s joy in their hearts!  Please keep the Sisters 
and the young girls discerning in your prayers!  

The Explorer Retreat was held at St. Mary’s Seminary, June 5  -  7 for high school boys ages 15  -  
18.  There were 50 boys in attendance.  This is a specific retreat to set aside to explore seminary 
life and learn about the call to holiness and priesthood.   Please keep them in your prayers! 
 
The Life Awareness Retreat was held July 27  -  29 at the Christian Renewal Center in Dickinson 
for single men and women of faith, ages  18  -  45, who are searching and discerning God’s call in 
their lives.  18 men and 18 women, from 26 parishes, attended the retreat.   Please keep them in 
your prayers! 

PHOTO APPROVED FOR NEWSLETTER 
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This year the convention was held in music country, Nashville, TN.  The speakers were exceptional!  
The line up included Serrans, priests, cardinals, bishops, sisters and even a couple of seminarians.  
Each discussed their involvement in the Catholic faith, how they became a religious man or woman, 
and the impact that Serra has had on their life.   
 
We learned about SPARK (Serra Promotion and Resource Kit).  Why use SPARK?  If you ever 
thought about implementing a training event, need ideas for your monthly meetings, programs to  
interest individuals to join your Serra organization, etc., don’t recreate the wheel—check out SPARK:  
www.SerraUS.org.  They have already created checklists, handouts, outlines, etc. for you to follow.   
Click here to link to the SPARK page of the Serra International website.   
(http://www.serrainternational.org/content/best-practices-serra-clubs) 
 
We even heard from a priest that is a Major in the U.S. Army, Father Paul 
Anthony Halladay, an Army Chaplain.  He gave us a very informative 
presentation on how a priest serves in the U.S. military.  Did you know that 
while stationed in a war area the military priest must carry a weapon, when 
ordered, the same as the rest of the platoon?   The priests are officers in 
their branch of service and are basically, “on loan” from their originating 
diocese.  The priest may also be needed to counsel with a soldier that is 
not a Catholic.  Father Halladay was instrumental in starting up the first 
Serra Club in the Archdiocese for the Military Services.  Military priests are 
also in short supply.  Please keep them in your prayers. 
 
All of the sessions were video recorded.  Click here to go to the Serra 
International web page that lists the videos and photographs for you see. 
(http://www.serrainternational.org/news/sights-and-sounds-serra-international-convention-nashville) 

You will NOT want to miss the upcoming events!!!! 
 

Serra US Rally:  January 17  -  20, 2019  
(followed by an optional Pilgrimage: Jan 20  -  24) 

Ventura, Calif. 
Click here for information 

(https://serraus.org/event/serra-rally-2019/) 

Serra 77th International Convention:  June 19  - 23, 2019 
Mexico City, Mexico 
Watch for information 

Serra’s 76th International Convention 

http://www.serrainternational.org/content/best-practices-serra-clubs
http://www.serrainternational.org/news/sights-and-sounds-serra-international-convention-nashville
https://serraus.org/event/serra-rally-2019/
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Special Mass for St. Junipero Serra 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
July 1, 2018, was the feast day of St. Junipero Serra.  Fr. Richard McNeillie, the brand new Vocation 
Director for the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, celebrated the special Mass.  Fr. McNeillie, who 
was ordained a priest 3 years ago, graciously offered to celebrate Mass on this special feast day for 
all the Serra Clubs since Serra's patron is St. Junipero Serra.   Serra's mission is to foster and  
promote vocations to the priesthood and consecrated religious life and Father's homily was very  
thankful to all Serrans for this reason.  Yolanda Cadena commented that Fr. Richard is very  
intelligent, nice, friendly and he is going to make a difference with the Seminarians and young 
adults.   
 
In the photo below, Fr. Richard is pictured towards the back right in the green shirt and glasses with 
Serrans from N. Houston.   
 
Thank you very much Fr. Richard for the beautiful Mass!!!  
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July 19, 2018  -  Prayer Breakfast 
 
The Most Reverend Brendan J. Cahill, S.T.D. Bishop of   
Victoria, was the keynote speaker.  Bishop Cahill talked 
about Fr. Charles Kram, a man that the Archdiocese of Victor 
is proposing that one day will be a formal saint within the 
catholic church.  Click here to go to YouTube and see Bishop 
Cahill’s complete talk. 
 
A book, Gladly Will I Glory In My Infirmities, was written about 
Fr. Charles W. Kram, Jr.  The story is about Fr. Kram, a 
quadriplegic priest  -  disabled by contracting polio, served for 
nearly 25 years as a hospital chaplain doing what he enjoyed 
most in life:  serving God and neighbor with an enormous 
amount of love.  By never complaining about his suffering of 
pain and the humiliation of his dependency, Fr. Kram raised 
suffering to the dignity of the diving.  In this way, he accepted 
the circumstances of his life as a will of God.  To complain 
against the will of God would certainly be unworthy of a true 
Christian.  To accept his suffering as the will of God made Fr. 
Kram’s suffering a source of joy, a vehicle of unity with God 
here on earth. 
 
If you attend the August 22nd monthly program at Christ the 

Good Shepherd, and mention that you read this in the  
newsletter  -  your name will be entered into a drawing to  
receive the above mentioned book. 
 
There were over 900 attendees at the event.  Over 20 were 
from the Serra Clubs of the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston.  Bishop Cahill was so surprised to see so many 
people from Christ the Good Shepherd, the church where he 
was a priest from 1992 until 1994.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQOfbBn09RM
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July 21, 2018 —  Deacon Jim Gallagher 
celebrated his 15 year Deaconate  
Ordination Anniversary. 
 
Deacon Jim was celebrating with his daughters and 
grandsons, as well as many friends from Christ the 
Good Shepherd Church. 

 
 
July 25, 2018 —  North Houston 
Monthly Program Speaker  
Allison Seibert, Director of  
Annual Giving, from St. Mary’s 
Catholic Center at Texas A&M 
in Bryan. 
 
 
 
 

Allison Seibert gave an exceptional presentation of how St. Mary’s is Fostering Vocations in  
Aggieland.  Ways they Foster Vocations: 
1) create and maintain a climate conducive to vocations 

2) maintain high visibility of those in Priesthood and Consecrated life 

3) provide impactful and dynamic retreats 

4) provide opportunities for pilgrimages and road trips 

 
She also gave a little history about St. Mary’s: 
• 1904:  first mass on campus 
• 1958:  church constructed, capacity of 600, enrollment of 8,000 

• 1985:  church  expanded, capacity of 850, enrollment of 36,000 

• 1993:  first lay campus minister hired:  shifted from serving students to “forming leaders” 
• 2017:  60,000+ Aggies 
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July 29:    Fundraising event at 
Prince of Peace with John  
Michael Talbot 
 
A BIG THANK YOU  to Fr. John Keller, 

Pastor at Prince of Peace, who  
spearheaded and hosted a fundraising 
event for St. Ignatius of Loyola, which was 
devastated by Harvey.   Fr. John invited St. 
Ignatius, St. Edwards, Sts. Simon & Jude 
and St. Anthony of Padua to participate in 
the fundraiser.   
 
Fr. John announced that this event sold the 
second highest number of tickets that they 
have sold at any prior event.   
 
The attendees listened to the wonderful  
singing and story telling of John Michael  
Talbot. 

 
Attendees were able to purchase 
John’s book, as well as pastries from 
the “Little Portion Bakery”. 
 
God Bless everyone involved that 
worked so hard in putting this wonderful 
event together! 
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Congratulations Candice!!! 
 
Candice Tyrrell served as the President of the North Houston Club for the 2015-2018 terms.  She is 
now on to serving as the Governor of District 10.  At the July program meeting her board presented 
her with a framed photograph of her board members.  Congratulations Candice!  We know you will 
be wonderful as the District 10 Governor! 

September 9:  International Buy a Priest a Beer Day:   
 
International Buy a Pastor a Beer Day!  Did you know 
that September 9, is International Buy a Pastor a Beer 
Day? On this festive day, the faithful all over the world 
take their priests or pastors out for a beer and get to 
know them better. It’s a beautiful tradition that goes back 
to the time of St. Hopswald of Aleyard, the first man to 
take his priest out for a beer. 
 
Okay, if you’re getting suspicious by now, International 
Buy a Pastor/Priest a Beer Day is not a real holiday. But 
the Church of Luther, beer and brats perhaps should 
make it real. Believe it or not, pastors and priests are real 
people who enjoy a beer (except for Baptists and others) 
as much as anyone. So, if you appreciate your pastor or 
priest, buy him a beer (since it might be unseemly for him to drink them all on one day, a gift certifi-
cate or a six pack of some finely brewed craft beer.  Just sayin. . .  
(Credit:  copied from Pastoralmeanderings.blogspot.com) 

Fun Facts and Messages... 
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Fellow Club of North Houston Serrans: 

 It was great seeing many of you at our July program meeting.  Allison Siebert, Director of Annual 

Giving at St. Mary’s Seminary in College Station, delivered a powerful and inspiring presentation 

on St. Mary’s ten point plan to cultivate vocations at Texas A&M University.  Not only do the  

Aggies pack their football stadium, but Allison told us that it was standing room only at St. 

Mary’s Masses before football games, and long confession lines during the week!!! 
  

We have another great speaker lined up for our program meeting on August 22nd ---- Chad  

Judice, who will be driving in from New Orleans.  Chad, a very accomplished speaker, has been 

on EWTN, Catholic TV’s Seize the Day, Catholic Answers Live, and travels around the country 

speaking.  Cardinal DiNardo has endorsed his book, Waiting for ELI.  We hope to see you 

Wednesday, Aug. 22nd at the Christ the Good Shepherd large social hall starting at 7:15 p.m. 
  

As you can see from all of our pictures the Holy Spirit and our Serrans have been very busy 

since our last meeting.  And I am happy to report that 50 young boys attended the “Explore  

Retreat” at St. Mary’s Seminary, and 20 young girls from all over the country attended the 

“Come and See” Retreat at Our Lady of Holy Rosary Convent in Missouri City, TX!!!  Please join 

me in praying for the discernment of these young adults – the second P in the acronym –  

 

PEPS – Promote, Educate, Pray and Support. 

  

Did you know that we have 146 parishes in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston and only 191 

Diocesan Priests? 

 

And finally, a warm welcome to the Serra Club of Beaumont and the Serra Club of Port Arthur.  

We look forward to getting to know their members and building God’s kingdom together through 

our promotion of vocations!!! 

  

Luke 10:2 --- The harvest is plentiful, but workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest,  

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 

  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

  

Siempre Adelante!!! 

  

Your Brother in Christ, 

Ed Tyrrell 

Letter from your President …. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
Aug. 27th, Monday:  Holy Hour with Fr. Richard McNeillie, Chapel of St. Mary’s Seminary, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Aug. 22nd, Wednesday: Guest speaker at CGS, Chad Justice from New Orleans. 7:15 p.m.   
“Waiting for Eli:  A Father’s Journey from Fear to Faith”,   An inspiring story of faith, hope, love, and 
the power prayer that illustrates when we unite our sufferings to that of Christ on the Cross, He can 
take what the world would proclaim to be a tragedy and turn it into a triumph. (Colossians 1:24,29)  
 
Sept. 26th, Wednesday: Guest speaker at CGS, Fr. John Rooney.  
 
Oct. 24th, Wednesday: Guest speaker at CGS, Michael Zizelmann, DDS, speaking on Relics to 
view and venerate, 7:15 p.m.  
 
Nov. 14th, Wednesday: Fill Christmas gift bags for Seminarians. 7:15 p.m.  

 
Dec. 2nd, Sunday: Serra Advent Dinner Party at Prince of Peace, St. Andrew’s Discipleship Center, 
5:00 p.m.  
 
January 17  -  20, 2019:  Serra US Rally in Ventura, CA.  Pilgrimage to follow the rally. 
 
June 19  -  23, 2019:  Serra’s 77th International Convention in Mexico City, Mexico 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

This newsletter contains several hyperlinks to websites where you can go to get more information 
about past and upcoming events.  I hope this makes it easier for you to obtain more information 
about the Serra organization and events.   
 
In order to streamline and organize the receipt of photographs and articles to put in upcoming  
newsletters, please email them to:   SCNH.Newsletter@gmail.com 
 
        Thank you!   
        Ann Zdansky 
        Newsletter Editor 

“Always Forward—Never Back!!!” 
        Saint Junipero Serra 
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Serra Prayer for the Perseverance of Vocations 
 
O God, You have constituted Your only-begotten Son supreme and eternal 
Priest for the glory of Your majesty and the salvation of mankind: grant 
that those whom He has chosen ministers and dispensers of His mysteries 
may be found faithful in fulfilling the ministry they have received.  Amen 

 

Serra Club of North Houston Board Members 
 
President        Ed Tyrrell 
Immediate Past President and  
  Governor of Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston Candice Tyrrell 
VP of Programs       Susan Stawaisz 
VP of Membership      Phil Duggan 
VP of Vocations       Carol Cason 
VP of Communications      Lynn Lewis 
Treasurer        Ramona Scarlett 
Secretary        Yolanda Cadena 
Trustee        Maria Vitucci 
Trustee        Patty Sukala-McCollum 
Trustee        Terrie Mancini 
Chaplain        Father James Burkart 
 
Newsletter        Ann Zdansky 

Quick Reference List  
 

Serra District 10 website    www.Serra10.com 
Serra International website    www.SerraInternational.org 
Serra US website     www.SerraUS.org 
Email items to Newsletter Editor   SCNH.Newsletter@gmail.com  
 

http://www.Serra10.com
http://www.SerraInternational.org
http://www.SerraUS.org
mailto:SCNH.Newsletter@gmail.com?subject=Information%20for%20Serra%20N%20Houston%20Newsletter

